
Sinking Ship –
Does Jesus Care?

Alan Redpath

hat is the ques tion we asked, no doubt, in s spirit
of com plaint. “If you loved us, Lord, then res cue 
us.” How soon they be gan to doubt Him! How
soon they were ready to re bel, even though they

called Him Mas ter! …“Does God care? If He does,
why does n’t He res cue me? The waves are beat ing
upon the ship of my life and it is full, and He knows I
can not take much more of this. Mas ter, carest Thou not
that we are per ish ing?”

…There is no such thing as a law of na ture that op -
er ates on its own. Be hind ev ery law that op er ates is the
power of God, and when we speak about the law of na -
ture we are de scrib ing the way in which God works.
…God is per mit ting to con tinue to op er ate within the
sphere of the hu man body the or di nary laws of de struc -
tion. …He is be hind ev ery law that He ever made. That
is why you will find that many a Chris tian who has
gone through times of un told suffering and trou ble has
suddenly changed this ques tion, “Mas ter, carest Thou
not that I per ish?” and has been en abled to say, “This is
the Lord’s do ing; let Him do that which is good in His
sight.” For he has come to see that God does not per mit
the over whelm ing of the storm to touch one of His chil -
dren ex cept He has a pur pose in it. 

…Gold is poured into the fur nace be cause it is gold
and has to be re fined; you do not put rub bish into that

kind of fur nace. Corn is threshed be cause it is corn, but
you do not bother to do that with weeds. A di a mond of
ex cep tional beauty and qual ity is going to un dergo far
more cut ting than any other stone be cause the owner
de sires more of its beauty (Learn ing to Live, p. 50-52). 

“Most gladly there fore I will rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me”
(2 Co rin thi ans 12:9). 

The Heartbeat of the Remnant
March/April 2006

Does Je sus care when my heart is pained,
Too deeply for mirth and song
As the bur dens press
And the cares dis tress
And the way grows weary and long?

Oh yes, He cares,
I know He cares,
His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary,
The long nights dreary,
I know my Sav ior cares.

Frank E. Graeff
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“The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” — I Thessalonians 5:8
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CHRIST FOR ME

For me He left His home on high;
For me to earth He came to die.

For me He in a man ger lay;
For me to Egypt He fled away.

For me He dwelt with fish er men; 
For me He slept in cave and glen.

For me abuse He meekly bore;
For me a crown of thorns He

wore.

For me He braved Geth sema ne;
For me He hung upon a tree.

For me His fi nal feast was made; 
For me by Ju das He was be -

trayed;

For me by Pe ter He was de nied; 
For me by Pi late He was cru ci fied.

For me His pre cious blood was
shed;

For me He slept among the dead.

For me He rose with might at last; 
For me above the skies He

passed. 

For me He sits at God’s right
hand;

For me He’ll come at God’s com -
mand.

Unknown
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His grace is suf fi cient

No one can ex haust it;

Be strong in that grace

Abun dant and true.

Draw largely, con tin u ally out of 
His full ness;

His grace shall be al ways suf fi -
cient for you.    

           –anon. 
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Listen to Jesus
James 1:19-22

Do we hear our Sav ior when He speaks? James tells us
that if we are to live a life that is pleas ing to God and wor thy
of re ward, then we must be “swift to hear (and) slow to speak” 
(v. 19). From a phys i o log i cal per spec tive, the def i ni tion of
hear ing is “the per cep tion of sound.” To per ceive some thing
is to will fully be come aware of its pres ence. If we are to truly
lis ten to what Je sus is say ing, we must be quiet and still, we
must per ceive His voice, and we must hear what He has to say 
to us through His writ ten Word. We are liv ing in a world
wherein ev ery one wants to speak and no one wants to lis ten.
Ev ery one seems to be clam or ing for our at ten tion: ad ver tis -
ers, pol i ti cians, com men ta tors, sales per sons. Peo ple ev ery -
where think they have all the an swers to life’s prob lems and
want ev ery one else to lis ten to their opin ions. Even many
preach ers fall into this cat e gory. They of ten are more con -
cerned about get ting their own per sonal agen das across to
oth ers than preach ing what the Bi ble has to say.

Per haps we, too, are of ten so caught up with want ing to
be heard that we do not stop to lis ten to what our Sav ior has
to tell us through our quiet study of His Word. Christ told the 
apos tles that the Holy Spirit would give them words to write
that would honor and glo rify Him, and those are the very
words that Je sus would have us to hear as well. Christ Him -
self told of the im por tance of lis ten ing to His voice (Jn.
10:27 18:33-38). Just as God spoke to Eli jah in a “still, small 
voice” (1 Kgs. 19:12), He like wise speaks to us when we at -
ten tively study His Word, pray and wait for His lead ing in
our lives. Let us strive to si lence our selves each day and per -
ceive His voice alone.    MDC

Taken from “Feature” Fundamental Evangelistic
Association, Telephone 559 - 438-0080

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Chris tian’s Life style: Our Gifts

“But unto ev ery one of us is given grace ac cord ing to
the mea sure of the gifts of Christ” (Ephe sians 4:7).

The grace that is given (Greek, charis) is a dis tri bu tion by 
the Holy Spirit of gifts (same Greek word) to ev ery be liever
(1 Co rin thi ans 12:4-11).  Sev en teen dif fer ent gifts are listed in 
three New Tes ta ment pas sages (Romans 12:3-8; 1 Co rin thi -
ans 12:4-10; Ephe sians 4:11), all of them in tended by the
Holy Spirit to min is ter to the church and to en hance her unity
(Romans 12:3; 1 Co rin thi ans 12:12; Ephe sians 4:12).

Three rea sons are cited for these gifts (Ephe sians 4:12):
The per fect ing of the saints, a pro cess that de scribes mak ing

some thing use ful or suit able that is not yet ad e quate.  James
and John mended their nets (Mat thew 4:21).  Paul prayed
that he might sup ply that which was lack ing (1 Thess -
alonians 3:10).  The gifts of the Holy Spirit mend that which
is lack ing in the saints.  The work of the min is try is a joint ef -
fort of ser vice (11 Co rin thi ans  6:3) that rec og nizes the pub -
lic vis i bil ity of that ser vice (II Co rin thi ans 4:1-2) and
stead fastly dis plays those gifts  so that the min is try be not
blamed (II Co rin thi ans 6:3).  The ed i fy ing of the body of
Christ fo cuses the use of the gifts on the en rich ment and bet -
ter ment of the lo cal as sem bly of be liev ers (1 Co rin thi ans
14:5, 12, 26).  

The goal is to bring all (the saints) to a state of doc trinal
unity (the faith) so that our ma tu rity can be com pared to the
full ness of Christ (Ephe sians 4:13), elim i nat ing sus cep ti bil -
ity to ev ery wind of doc trine, grow ing up unto him in all
things, and build ing the body fitly joined to gether and com -
pacted by that which ev ery joint supplieth, ac cord ing to the
ef fec tual work ing in the mea sure of ev ery part, maketh in -
crease of the body unto the ed i fy ing of it self in love (Ephe -
sians 4:14-16).       HMM

Taken from “Days of Praise”
Institute for Creation Research

Now when Je sus was in Bethany, in the house of 
Si mon the leper, there came unto him a woman
hav ing an al a bas ter cruse of ex ceed ing pre cious 
oint ment, and she poured it upon His head, as

He sat at meat.  (Matt. 6-7).  

JESUS will per mit Him self to be anointed King be fore
He seats Him self on the foal of the don key and rides into Sa -
lem city.  But He does not go into Is rael’s na tional sanc tu ary, 
there to re ceive the hom age of the most rev er end priests, of
the cho sen and the learned men of the coun try, and to be
anointed by them.  No, He en ters a poor home where saved
sin ners dwell, and there He per mits Him self to be anointed
by a thank ful and be liev ing woman.  

The fact that this oint ment brings a mes sage about a
grave must not cause us anx i ety: the kingly crown lies on the 
edge of the grave.  On Easter morn ing it was placed on His
head by al mighty God, and it shall never be re moved.

It was a woman who brought sin into the world, but it
was also the same woman who re ceived the prom ise that her
Seed should bruise the ser pent’s head.  It was a woman who
poured the oint ment on the head of the Sav ior of the world,
and it was a woman who first brought the mes sage that He
was risen from the grave.  Thus God re wards the sin ner!  In
ev ery thing that He does He is dif fer ent from us. When we
ex pect judg ment and pun ish ment, He co mes to meet us with

con tin ued on pg. 4



eter nal life in Je sus Christ our Lord; and He re deems us from 
sin and judg ment with grace for grace.

Come, let us, too, anoint Him and do hom age to Him as
our King!  He who opens the door of his heart to Him and
per mits him self to be ruled by this King, he will find the way 
home again to the land where there is no un hap pi ness.  There 
the re deemed will sing to the honor of Him who from the
throne of grace helped us and brought us out of dark ness into 
His mar vel ous light.

Ah, dear est Je sus, Holy Child,
Make Thee a bed soft, un de filed
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet cham ber kept for Thee. 

 Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come” by Ludvig Hope

Rebellion Against the Lord  
Jer e miah 28:12-17

Re bel ling against the Lord is a ter ri ble sin. To teach re -
bel lion against the Lord is even more rep re hen si ble. The
false prophet Hananiah was guilty of both afore men tioned
sins, and God con demned him for caus ing peo ple to trust in
a lie (vv.15-16). Hananiah held a re spected place in the
hearts of God’s peo ple, and his mes sage was well re ceived. 
He claimed that he was sent by the Lord and that he had re -
ceived his mes sage from the Lord, but he lied.  He de ceived
him self, and he cer tainly de ceived oth ers.  He told the peo -
ple, the priests and the rul ers what they wanted to hear, not
what God wanted them to hear.  As a re sult of this com pro -
mise, the so-called prophet of God was pop u lar among the
peo ple.  But he caused the Is ra el ites to trust a lie; he taught
re bel lion against God: he needed to be ex posed and op posed 
by a faith ful min is ter of the Lord.

Once again Jer e miah was placed in a dif fi cult po si tion.
He had to face and openly re buke the false prophet
Hananiah. It was not easy to be a mi nor ity voice against the
ma jor ity in that day, nor is it easy to day. As in creas ing com -
pro mise stills the voices of many pas tors and peo ple who
for merly cried out against false teach ers and apos tate
churches, the task of faith ful watch men be comes even more
dif fi cult but also more im por tant. The ques tion in Psalm
94:16 – “Who will rise up for me against the evil do ers? or
who will stand  up for me against the work ers of in iq uity?” – 
needs to be an swered by ev ery be liever to day: “By God’s
grace, I will.”  The theo log i cal wolves of our day wear such
in no cent look ing sheep skins.  Spir i tual dis cern ment is
needed as never be fore to sep a rate truth from er ror.  If we
hold to er ror, we are, in re al ity, re bel ling against the Lord.
MHR 

Taken from “Feature” 
Fundamental Evangelistic Association

Telephone 559-438-0080

Africa Mission Update
“Many of our Bi ble schools, theo log i cal col leges, and

other train ing cen ters have grad u ated re cord num bers of
men and women this year.  Most will now fan out into Af -
rica as pas tors, mis sion ar ies, and Chris tian work ers. Each
grad u ate is spe cial. Some have over come un be liev able ob -
sta cles in or der to achieve this mile stone. I wish I had time to 
in ter view each one and tell you how God pro vided for them.
Of course that would be im pos si ble, but I do want to tell you
about Fran cis Ayul. Fran cis hails from South ern Su dan, one
of the eight tribes in hab it ing the oil rich re gion known as the
Up per Nile Dis trict. De ter mined to ex ploit this area for its
enor mous wealth, the cor rupt gov ern ment has sup ported a
cam paign to ei ther an ni hi late or dis lo cate these tribes from
the area. This ac tion has, of course, caused a world-wide up -
roar from peace ful na tions, but to very lit tle avail. The fam -
ily of Fran cis Ayul was one of the tar gets. 

Ac cord ing to AIM mis sion ary Gregg Okesson, a pro fes -
sor at Scott Theo log i cal Col lege, ‘Fran cis is the only (per -
son) of 13 sib lings still alive.’ In an at tempt to re pel this
on slaught from Su dan’s north, Fran cis en listed in the Su dan
Peo ple’s Lib er a tion Army. Dur ing the 13 years he fought he
earned pres tige for his fight ing prow ess. How ever, dur ing
one hot af ter noon, in a vi cious bat tle, he was shot twice in
the stom ach. For three days he lay among the dead, some -
times won der ing if he was still alive. He had to con stantly
chase away hy e nas and vul tures as they de voured the flesh
of his dead com rades. Fi nally on day three, rather than en -
dur ing this slow death, he held an AK47 to his head, plan -
ning to take his own life. But while he hes i tated, he
re mem bered the name of Je sus from a child hood ser mon.
Look ing heav en ward he prayed, ‘Je sus, save me.’ And even
as the words were com ing from his mouth he heard his com -
rades com ing to see if any ca su al ties were still alive. While
re cu per at ing he prom ised Je sus, out of grat i tude, that he
would serve Him the rest of his life. To day, Fran cis Ayul is
still a sol dier. No, not with the SPLA, but a sol dier of the
cross. His weapon of choice is no lon ger an AK47, but
God’s Word.

Ted Barnett. AFRICA INLAND MISSION newsletter
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God’s Grace keeps pace

With what ever we face



How to Get Assurance
Rev. Maynard Force

Ed i tor’s Note:  This is the fourth and fi nal chap ter from
Rev. Maynard Force’s book let en ti tled, “As sur ance.”  The
first chap ter was printed in the Sep tem ber, 2007 is sue of the
Morn ing Glory, the sec ond chap ter was printed in the No -
vem ber, 2007 is sue, and the third in the De cem ber, 2007 is -
sue.  If you would like a copy of ei ther is sues, please write to
the ed i tor.

The Word of God is full of ex am ples of peo ple who re -
ceived as sur ance. We can not find one case in the en tire New
Tes ta ment of a Chris tian who did not have as sur ance. Is it
not then strange and pe cu liar that in our day there are many
peo ple who do not have as sur ance? All the New Tes ta ment
Chris tians had a pos i tive tes ti mony of what Je sus had done
for them. The blind man, for ex am ple, said, “One thing I
know that, whereas I was blind, now I see” (John 9:25).
What a pos i tive as sur ance! The per sonal meet ing with Je sus
was such a glo ri ous ex pe ri ence that noth ing in all of life
com pared to it. 

Je sus stated plainly, “I know mine own, and mine own
know me even as the Fa ther knoweth me, and I know the Fa -
ther” (John 10:14, 15). Here in no un cer tain words Je sus re -
lates the true re la tion ship be tween Him self and His own. He
even com pares our re la tion ship to Him as that of the re la -
tion ship that He had with the Fa ther. If this is the pat tern set
be fore us by Je sus, surely we should not be sat is fied with
any thing less. 

Je sus Christ has not changed, for He “is the same yes ter -
day and to day, yea and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). It is the pur -
pose of the Word to ac quaint us to day with this liv ing
Sav iour, “whom to know is life eter nal.” Let us then seek
from the Word to know Him. There is only one way. Re -
mem ber the words of Christ when He said, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). It is in ter est ing to
note here that Je sus is not only the way, but also the life. We
want to know the way that leads us to the life. But this is the
way of the cross, and it is not pop u lar. Many rid i cule those
who take it. The one re quire ment to all who come to the
cross is that they be sin-bur dened. Self-righ teous peo ple are
in no con di tion to be saved. They waste their time at the
cross. They only find much there to crit i cize and rid i cule.
Their head is over stuffed with their own ideas about sal va -
tion un til there is no room for God’s great plan of sal va tion.
Such self-righ teous sin ners can never re ceive Holy
Spirit-wrought as sur ance; they must pass on and take to
them selves false as sur ance. The sa cred place at the cross is
only for the lost. For Je sus “came to seek and to save that

which was lost” (Luke 19:10). It is those who have noth ing
but sin who come here. The law has ut terly un done them;
they re al ize what the Word means when it says “that ev ery
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be brought un -
der the judg ment of God” (Rom. 3:19). They have noth ing
good to say for them selves. They cry in de spair like the pub -
li can of old, “God, be thou mer ci ful to me a sin ner.” These
are the Fa ther’s gifts to Je sus, for He him self once said, “All
that which the Fa ther giv eth me shall come unto me.” Such,
in their lowly po si tion be neath the cross, con fess their sins.
There they find the cleans ing power of Je sus’ blood, for “if
we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and righ teous to for give us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness” (1 John
1:9). I praise my God for the day He took me out of the class
of the self-righ teous who needed no sal va tion and re vealed
to me my lost con di tion. What a rev e la tion! I thought I was
too good to be lost. I was a faith ful at ten dant at church; I was 
a teacher in the Sunday school; I took Com mu nion; I did not
drink and ca rouse like many whom I knew. Surely I must be
a Chris tian. But one day I saw clearly that in spite of all my
re li gion and mo ral ity, I was lost. Af ter three months of strug -
gling to better my self, I found my way to the cross. I found
that “the way” led to “the truth.” I ex pe ri enced the verse,
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). I found out also that it led to “the life.” 
Now I praise God that He knocked the false foun da tion from 
un der me, so that I sank in de spair. That is what led me to the
cross. 

It is at the cross that the Holy Spirit can re veal Je sus to
us. We never see Je sus un til we fall pros trate be fore the
cross. Then the Holy Spirit, who is the Com forter, gently
lifts our head and whis pers, “Look.” Je sus never ap pears
more beau ti ful than to a pros trate sin ner. A look at Him
melts the hard est sin ner. We be gin to re al ize the price that He 
paid for our sal va tion. “Him who knew no sin he made to be
sin on our be half; that we might be come the righ teous ness of 
God in him” (II Cor. 5:21). What a won der ful Sav iour! All
of this He did be cause He loved us. It is be cause of Je sus’ dy -
ing on the cross that we can be sure. Je sus him self cried out
be fore dy ing, “It is fin ished.” Noth ing else need be done. He 
tasted death for ev ery man. “He died for all” (II Cor. 5:15).
The price of re demp tion was paid so that no one need go lost
be cause of his sins. All who come to Je sus Christ, the Sav -
iour of “the whole world” (1 John 2:2), can be saved. Our as -
sur ance is based solely on what Je sus has done for us. 

It is at the cross that “the Spirit him self beareth wit ness
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with our spirit, that we are chil dren of God” (Rom. 8:16).
Only as we look to Je sus does the Holy Spirit bear this wit -
ness; no other One is good enough. It is while look ing to Je -
sus in the Word that we are given faith to be lieve. Bi ble
verses we have read many times pre vi ous now un fold to us
like flow ers. How liv ing and real they become. A heav enly
re lax ation co mes over us! “The old things are passed away;
be hold, they are be come new” (II Cor. 5:17). As sur ance is
now our pos ses sion. Whereas we once “hoped” or “thought” 
we were saved, we now know that we are saved. A mir a cle
has taken place. The hor ror of be ing lost has left us. We are
“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).
“The spirit of bond age” has been bro ken, for we have re -
ceived “the spirit of adop tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa -
ther” (Rom. 8:15). What a blessed day, that day at the cross,
when “the Spirit him self beareth wit ness with our spirit, that 
we are chil dren of God.” God then puts a new song into our
hearts. 

“Blessed as sur ance, Je sus is mine! 
O what a fore taste of glory di vine! 
Heir of sal va tion, pur chase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.”

Permission granted by the Family of 
the Pastor Maynard Force and 

Mercy and Truth Publishers, 
Newfolden, Mn.

“Hav ing be gun in the Spirit, are ye now
per fected in the flesh?” (Galatians 3:3)

 THERE are many paths that lead from a prom is ing be -
gin ning in the Spirit to a dis mal con sum ma tion in the flesh. 

You made a good be gin ning. God over came your old,
pas sion ately self-loving ego. You sur ren dered with out
condition to God, and your heart was filled with the love of
Christ. 

You lived for God and your fel low men, fol low ing
Christ un com pro mis ingly and fear lessly. 

Then a change oc curred, dur ing a pe riod of spir i tual
weak ness, per haps as a con se quence of spir i tual under nour -
ishment. You be gan to lis ten to the tempter’s words: Spare
thy self. 

Now you dis cov ered many valid rea sons for al low ing
your self more con sid er ation. 

That was all that was nec es sary. You be came so lic i tous
about your own per son. You pro vided minutely for your
own com fort, your own ad van tage, your own en joy ment. 

How ever, now, too, you would be a Chris tian. There fore 
you want to do some thing for God and your fel low men. But
al ways in such a way that you can make proper al low ances
for your self. 

It is thus that the pam pered and un real type of
Christianity of which there is so much in our day de vel ops,
both in city and in coun try. A pas sive type of Chris tian ity,
without sac ri fice, brings the soul nei ther joy nor sor row but
only that luke warm ness which the Lord spews out of His
mouth. 

My un happy friend, would you be healed of this, then
take up your cross again, en ter into the ser vice of the Lord
once more and be gin to make sac ri fices for Him?

But now do not try to think of some thing great to do!
Be gin with lowly forms of ser vice, those in your own home
above all. This will bring about a def i nite break with your
old na ture ev ery day. 

Taken from “God’s Word for Today”
by O. Hallesby
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SPECIAL NOTE!
To those walk ing 

Con trary to HIS WORD

JUST A SUGGESTION:  What ever your 
‘rea sons’ might be:  Write on a piece of
pa per why; and WHEN you stand be fore
our All know ing, Al mighty GOD – hand
HIM your ‘rea sons’!



Hymn His tory
This is the ac count of the writ ing of the hymn, 

“What a Friend We Have in Je sus”

This be loved poem, writ ten to com fort one per son, has 
brought con so la tion and help to mil lions of peo ple the
world over. The au thor, Jo seph Scriven, dis cov ered
early in life how much he needed the friend ship of
Christ. Born in 1820 in Dub lin, Ire land, he was grad u -
ated from that city’s Trin ity Col lege and looked for -
ward to a happy life with the Irish lass of his choice.
But then trag edy struck. On the eve of his wed ding, his 
fi an cee was ac ci den tally drowned. Lonely and un able
to con tinue his train ing as a mil i tary ca det be cause of
poor health, he left the Em er ald Isle and came to Port
Hope, On tario, Can ada when he was twenty-five
years old. He be came the lo cal “Good Sa mar i tan”–
help ing the poor and un der priv i leged. He of ten
shared his food with the needy and even gave them
his clothes. He would work only for those too poor to
pay him for his ser vices. All these good deeds, how -
ever, might have been for got ten by Chris ten dom had
not Jo seph Scriven writ ten twenty-four lines to com -
fort his mother dur ing a time of se ri ous ill ness. It had
been ten years since he had kissed her good bye and he
was now un able to go back to be with her. So he pro -
duced this poem and sent it with the prayer that it
would re mind her of her never-fail ing Friend, Christ
Je sus.

Scriven’s copy of these im mor tal lines lay dor mant in
his bed room un til a neigh bor found them and asked,
“Who wrote these beau ti ful words?” He mod estly re -
plied, “The Lord and I did it be tween us.” Some time
later these words ap peared in a pe ri od i cal and were
even tu ally seen by a Ger man-Amer i can law yer and
com poser, Charles Con verse, whose sim ple but plain -
tive tune gave the wings of mel ody to Scriven’s three
verses. Thus an Irish-Ca na dian and a Ger man-Amer i -
can were used by God to bless un told mil lions through 
this fa vor ite sa cred song. Scriven lived and died a so -
cially lonely man. (His sec ond fi an cee died af ter a brief 
ill ness.) From the spir i tual per spec tive, how ever, he
was never alone be cause he knew, in a per sonal way,
the Friend “that sticketh closer than a brother.” (Prov -
erbs 18:24)  

Taken from “Hymns of Faith”
Northwestern College Radio Network

BITS FROM BAJA — BY DON KISER

ABSOLUTELY AMAZING
As most of you know by now, I am work ing with the

Youth De part ment at the main church in Rosarito. What a
bless ing that has be come, see ing the re sponse of the youth!

How ever, I have been VERY im pressed with one
16-year-old girl, named ALMA. She is ab so lutely amaz ing
be cause she was born with a cleft pal ate which was only
min i mally cor rected. So, she does not speak well. But, that
does not hin der her ser vice for Christ. She is the “life” of the
de part ment. She is ac tu ally glow ing and out go ing.

Last night, af ter the eve ning ser vice while we were tak -
ing her and her sis ter home her story un folded and I was
touched to the cen ter of my soul!

Born as she was, she suf fered much mock ery; but, she
had a lov ing mother and fa ther un til the age of 9. Then, a
trag edy took place. Her mother and sis ter were stabbed to
death by the sis ter’s boy friend, IN FRONT OF HER AND
HER SISTER. Her fa ther went to the U.S. to work and Alma 
went to live with an older sis ter and her hus band and was
sub se quently mo lested by the brother-in-law and they were
put in an or phan age in Tijuana. This would prove to be the
turn ing point of her life. It was a Chris tian or phan age! There
she came to re ceive Christ as her Sav ior. She was there for
seven years and then came back to Rosarito where she was
in vited to our youth de part ment.

She has be come a glow ing wit ness for Christ wher ever
she goes, pass ing out tracts and wit ness ing for Christ with -
out any in hi bi tions. God give us MORE ALMAS.

—Selected
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“What a Friend We
Have in Jesus”

What a Friend We Have in Je sus,

All our sins and griefs to bear,

What a priv i lege to carry, 

Ev ery thing to God in Prayer!

O what peace we of ten for feit, 

O what need less pain we bear,

All be cause we do not carry,

Ev ery thing to God in prayer.



The Deadliest Sins

The story co mes to us of a farmer whose flocks were
men aced by a great old ea gle.  Al ways the ea gle, swift as the
light ning that strikes un ex pect edly, evaded all snares and al -
ways stayed out of reach of ev ery ar cher’s ar rows and ev ery
hunter’s gun.  Sev eral times the farmer counted his lambs and
knew the ea gle had made the count less each day.  And many
times the farmer found hens and tur keys gone from the barn -
yard.  Oc ca sion ally, too, pigs from the sty were gone.  

One day the farmer, plagued by the bold and dev as tat ing
thrusts of the old ea gle who raided sheepcote and barn yard
daily, de cided to try a plan to catch the ea gle.  He put all the
sheep un der cover and fas tened all barn yard doors so that no
hen or pig could run around.  Then he be gan, one plank at a
time, to build a trap.  One plank he put down.  The old ea gle,
soar ing aloft, gazed at it – then an other plank each day, and
then an other and an other un til the trap was made.  The old ea -
gle, with eyes that saw clearly from a dis tance, sat afar and
looked.

At last, over a pe riod of days, the trap was com pleted. 
The deadly springs were placed and fas tened; the trig ger was
sen si tive and re spon sive to the slight est touch.  The farmer
killed a lamb and placed it be fore the dawn upon the deadly
jaws of the trap, cov er ing all with a thin cover of grass.

The old ea gle, soar ing aloft, viewed it.  He swooped
down and laid hold with ea ger, strong tal ons upon the lamb. 
There was a quick snap of the trap, a wild shriek from the old
ea gle and a nosy flap ping of wings.  But he could not lift the
weight of the trap.  With the sun lit peaks beck on ing him, he

fell vic tim to the farmer’s re venge.  By one trap, one plank at a 
time, the farmer caught the ea gle – and laughed to see him die.

So by one sin Sa tan brings men to ruin and wreck,
though all sin is ug li ness, de for mity, re pul sive ness and mon -
strous ness.  Eloquence and ap peal ing taste ef fec tively dis -
guise its na tive lineaments.  

It does not ap pear as a lo cust, says Walkinson, but as a
but ter fly; not as a hor net, but as a hum ming bird; not with the 
vul ture’s filthy, blood-be fouled feath ers, but with the pea -
cock’s train.  With us, base things and prac tices con trive to
steal heav enly sanction.

The dead li est sins don their Sunday clothes and are then
most dan ger ous.  The sa cred name of friend ship cov ers and
ex cuses im moral re la tions.  The lust of power is gilded with
the sen ti ment of pa tri o tism.  Cruel self ish ness smiles whilst
yet a vil lain.  The red hand of war grasps the sword still play -
ing with the olive branch.

So, in var i ous ways, evil be comes fas ci nat ing, flat ter -
ing, mes meric.  It is full of di plo macy, leg er de main, hyp no -
tism.  It be trays “with stud ied, sly, ensnaring art.”

When we are once mas tered by that one sin, when it
grasps us by the throat and grinds us un der its hell, it no lon -
ger ap pears in fair col ors; it no lon ger ap pears as harm less as 
a sleep ing lamb at rest upon the grass.  Let us once sur ren der
our selves to the power of that one sin, and we eas ily mis take
a phos pho res cent death’s head for the face of an angel.

That one sin co mes like Jael in the Old Tes ta ment – with
milk and but ter in a lordly dish, but also with the fa tal nail
and hammer.

R. G. Lee in ‘The Rose of Sharon’
Taken from The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note:  Remember–Satan is out to kill you one
way or an other and we have a three fold en emy:  Sa tan, the
world and own flesh (self life, old na ture).  
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As sur ance of Sal va tion

A few hours be fore Dwight L. Moody died, he
caught a glimpse of the glory await ing him.  Awak en -
ing from a sleep, he said, “Earth re cedes, heaven
opens be fore me.  If this is death, it is sweet!  There is
no val ley here.  God is call ing me, and I must go!”
His son who was stand ing by his bed side said, “No,
no fa ther, you are dream ing.”    

“No,” said Mr. Moody, “I am not dream ing; I
have been within the gates; I have seen the chil dren’s
faces.”  A short time elapsed and then, fol low ing what 
seemed to the fam ily to be the death strug gle, he
spoke again:  “This is my tri umph; this my cor o na tion 
day!  It is glo ri ous!” 

— Selected

As sur ance of Dam na tion

WILLIAM POPE, who died in 1797, is said to
have been of a com pany of in fi dels who rid i -
culed ev ery thing re li gious.  One of their ex er -
cises was to kick the Bi ble about the floor to tear
it up.  Friends who were pres ent in his
death-cham ber spoke of it as a scene of ter ror as
he died cry ing:

“I have no con tri tion.  I can not re pent.  God
will damn me.  I know the day of grace is
past…You see one who is damned for -
ever…Oh, Eter nity!  Eter nity!…Noth ing
for me but hell.  Come, eter nal tor ments…I
hate ev ery thing God has made, only I have no 
ha tred for the devil – I wish to be with him.  I
long to be in hell.  Do you not see him?  He is
com ing for me.”

Taken from Last Words of Saints and Sinners
Herbert Lockyer



9

Ed i to rial 
RES

Rem i nisce
“I know your works.  See, I have set be fore you an open door, and no one can shut it: for you

have a lit tle strength, have kept My word, and have not de nied My name.” (Rev e la tion 3:8)

Who ever thought that be ing a true ‘Chris tian’ was go ing to
be easy?  Wher ever there is ‘life’ there are strug gles!  Spir i tu -
ally a ‘Chris tian’ can not stand still.  Nei ther can he base his re la -
tion ship on “yes ter year’s” ex pe ri ences.  Yes, per son ally EACH
per son who will ar rive in HEAVEN must be “born again” by
the Holy Spirit of God for his hope (blessed as sur ance), as “my
hope is built on noth ing less than Je sus Blood and Righ teous, I
dare not rest on any thing less; than JESUS Blood and Righ -
teous ness.”  Chris tian ity is an on go ing per sonal re la tion ship
with JESUS!  

Well, in a sense that is true of true Chris tian Min is tries as
well.  YES, we have our “strug gles”; BUT what mar vel ous
GRACE as we seek to be true to HIS Holy WORD - not nec es -
sar ily suc cess ful; but faith ful!

The word “rem i nisce” is in ter est ing. This means ‘To re -
mem ber and tell of past ex pe ri ences or events, and I am go ing to 
take the priv i lege and ‘rem i nisce’ a lit tle in this ed i to rial and, as
I share, give the Lord credit IN HIS GRACE and FAITH -
FULNESS (in spite of our sins and fail ures).  “That no flesh
should glory in His pres ence.  But of Him you are in Christ Je -
sus, who be came for us wis dom from God - and righ teous ness
and sanc ti fi ca tion and re demp tion - that, as it is writ ten, ‘ He
who glo ries, let him glory in the LORD’”.  

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion (piet ist ic,
evan gel i cal, Bib li cally Lu theran free move ment has had the
priv i lege of pub lish ing the Morn ing Glory for app. sev enty-five 
years (just one arm of the same)!

As I re call or ‘rem i nisce,’ forty-five to fifty years ago the
Morn ing Glory had 5,000 sub scrib ers. Then we know that Sa -
tan loves to bring about dis sen sion/dis unity among fel low be -
liev ers (co-work ers). In my opin ion/con vic tion this was one
fac tor that took its se vere toll in Morn ing Glory out reach min is -
try. Also there was too much em pha sis on I and We  (which is a
re al is tic con stant strug gle) in stead of on HIM (God/Je sus/Holy 
Spirit) and His Faith ful ness.  

Thus the sub scrip tion list was down to app. 500 - 600
twelve to fif teen years ago, and be ing pub lished approx. four
times a year, from be ing at one time a bi-weekly pe ri od i cal. 
(RES/Ed i tor, be care ful here)  “Not that we are suf fi cient of our -
selves to think of any thing as be ing from our selves, but our suf -
fi ciency is from God” II Co rin thi ans 3:5.  We are now
priv i leged and re spon si ble to mail out be tween 1,600 to 1,700
is sues each time.  PRAY that GOD may be per mit ted to ‘min is -
ter’ to each in di vid ual who re ceives the MG.  Praise the Lord as
HE is faith ful.  Let US seek to keep in  mind that it is HIS
Work!

As many of you are aware, this is sue of the Morn ing Glory is
new in the sense that it is an added is sue in the min is try of the the

Hauge Lu theran Innermisssion; as we take a step of faith - for we
walk by faith and not sight.  We are now seek ing to bring you ten
is sues this year, Lord will ing.  Likely a ‘trum pet sound’ car rier is
needed as much NOW or more than fifty years ago!  Please for this 
min is try and all who are in volved in mak ing it a re al ity.

The Morn ing Glory has been a car rier of the Law & Gos pel
clearly printed and shared, be cause peo ple be hind the scene
“cared,” but they were con sid ered ‘neg a tive’ by many.  This is like
the me chanic who would look at an au to mo bile with burn ing oil,
knock ing en gine, check en gine light on; only to then cover the
light, say ‘it’s OK, go com fort ably on your way’ and charge you
fifty dol lars.   Scores con tinue to go into a Christ less eter nity and
only a ‘few’ dare sound an alarm for fear of be ing ‘la beled’ neg a -
tive .  Isa iah 59:1-2.  (dumb dogs)  1 Cor. 14:6.  You know the
Med i cal field must be among the most ‘neg a tive’ pro fes sions in
the world; IF it were not for the re al ity that they “CARE”.  They
first must share the di ag no sis your need be fore they can pro vide
the REMEDY/SOLUTION and it may be pain ful.

Re gard less of where SIN may thrive/sur vive it must be
dealt with in or der that God may be free to richly bless!  SIN
should be to us, like the waste prod uct is to the hu man body! 
Elim i nate!

As you more than ‘rem i nisce’, do you love JESUS to day
more than YOU did a year or years ago?  IF there was a time in
your life that you LOVED HIM more than to day, you are in a
backslidden con di tion!  Are YOU liv ing to day with eter nity in
view?

As we ‘look back’ (rem i nisce) may it spur/en cour age US to 
press on, look ing unto Je sus the Au thor and Fin isher (Cap tain)
of our faith.  WE can wa ter and plant and GOD gives the in -
crease!  Let US make use of the “open door” while it is “open,”
for night is com ing when no man can work and the ‘day of
Grace’ through ‘evan ge lism’ and ‘nur tur ing/ed i fy ing’ is over
for ALL Eter nity!

FOR

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide my self in Thee; 
Let the wa ter and the blood, From Thy riven side which
flowed,
Be of sin the dou ble cure, Cleanse me from its guilt and
power.

AS

My hope is built on noth ing less Than Je sus’ blood and
righ teous ness;

I dare not trust the sweet est frame, But wholly lean on Je -
sus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground

Is sink ing sand, All other ground is sink ing sand.  



What to Do When the Roof Leaks
A man in the ma rines tells of a time when the bar racks

roof be gan leak ing dur ing a down pour.  They called for one
of the ci vil ian em ploy ees on the base to re pair it.  In about
thirty min utes a car pen ter ap peared, looked at the pud dle on
the floor, se lected the larg est drill from his tool box and
drilled a hole in the mid dle of the puddle!  

What an il lus tra tion of doc tor ing the ef fects rather than
get ting to the cause!  All peo ple who tackle the sin prob lem
by “drill ing holes in the mid dle of the pud dle” in stead of re -
pair ing the roof are just as foolish.

John the Bap tist saw the need of get ting to the root of
sin: “Now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees” Matt. 
3:10.  Man’s heart is bad (Jer. 17:9) - hence he needs the new
birth: John 3:3, 5, 7).  Out ward re form is vain.  To quit this
sin and that sin will not solve the sin ner’s prob lem; what he
needs is a new na ture.

“There fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea ture: 
old things are passed away; be hold, all things are be come
new.”  11 Cor. 5:17.

From Christian Victory
Taken from The Sword of The Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Our Blessed Hope

By T.A. McMahon

Let us all be en cour aged to keep “Look ing for that
blessed hope, and the glo ri ous ap pear ing of the great God
and our Sav iour Je sus Christ” (Ti tus 2:13)a.

I know I need that en cour age ment.  But it’s not be cause
my love for the Lord has cooled off; it’s be cause I get dis -
tracted, even drawn, from time-to-time, to the things of this
world.  (Ed i tor’s Note: In ter est ing way of putt ing it; but I
know for sure it is “easy” to leave that first love!)

When one con sid ers the his tory of the church re gard ing
its at ti tude to ward its “blessed hope” through the Rap ture,
it’s easy to rec og nize the con di tions that cause ap a thy.  As
true be liev ers got com fort able with or be gan to pre oc cupy
them selves with this world, they sim ply lost in ter est in the
im mi nent re turn of Je sus for them, His bride, to take her to
heaven.

That loss of in ter est had an other dire con se quence, one
we tend to for get about when we think about the Rap ture. 
The doc trine with its em pha sis upon imminency has us ex -
pect ing our Lord’s com ing for us at any mo ment.  Such an
ex pec ta tion has a pu ri fy ing ef fect upon our lives, as the

Apos tle John tells us:  “We know that, when he shall ap pear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And ev ery
man that hath this hope in him purifieth him self, even as he
is pure.”  (1 John 3:2,3).

Lord, keep our hearts and minds stayed upon You,
do ing what pleases You, and con tin u ally look ing for
Your ap pear ing!

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note:  No tice verse 2:28:  “And now, lit tle chil -
dren, abide in Him, that when He ap pears, we may have con -
fi dence and not be ashamed be fore Him at His com ing.”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thou Shalt Not Steal

One day a man came to Mr. Moody and said, “I have
taken $1,500 from my em ploy ers, I want to be come a Chris -
tian.  What must I do?”

Mr. Moody asked if he had any of the money left.  The
man re plied, “I have $950 left.  Can’t I go into busi ness with
that and make enough money to pay back that which I have
taken?”

Mr. Moody said, “This money is not yours.  You must
re turn the $950 to your em ployer.”

“But I may be put into prison,” said the man.
Mr. Moody said,” That does not mat ter.  You must do the 

right thing.  Go and con fess your sin and give the money
back to your em ployer.”

The man prom ised to do this.  Mr. Moody went along
with him.  The man told his story, re turned the $950 and
prom ised to pay the bal ance.  The eyes of his two em ploy ers
filled with tears, and they said, “We will gladly for give you
and give you time to pay back the bal ance.”  There in the of -
fice the four men went down on their knees and prayed.

With the godly coun sel of Moody, the man made res ti tu -
tion for the of fense.  He was also led to Christ by the great
preacher and later was made an of fi cer in the firm he had
pre vi ously cheated.

The gos pel works, and so does the great plan of God for
do ing things right.

W. Herschel Ford 
Taken from ‘The Sword of the Lord’
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From Our Fellowship Circle

B.S. Budapest, Hun gary
Dear Breth ren,

 Thank you for send ing me the “Morn ing Glory.”  The ar ti -
cles give us fresh bib li cal teach ings and liv ing tes ti mo nies
about the cru ci fied and liv ing Lord Je sus.  Thank you for the
like-minded writ ings.  I wish you a blessed Christ mas. 
Yours in Je sus,

D. & J. V. Bill ings, MT
 Thank you for your faith ful ad her ence to the “Word”. We
are well aware of the on go ing strug gle in the Lu theran
Church.  Thank you for your bold stand for “Truth.”

D. H. For est City, Iowa
In read ing the Morn ing Glory No vem ber is sue I saw you
have avail able the “Mir ror of the Heart” Book.  Our son
soon to turn 50 years old re mem bers sit ting in my Dad’s lap
and he was show ing pic tures and tell ing him about our heart.  
He asked about the book a while ago so was happy to see it
avail able.

I would like …Cop ies for our chil dren and I would also like
…Copy of “Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God”.  We
hear much about the lov ing God and He truly is, but we also
know He hates sin and He re quires our re pen tance and for -
sak ing of our sin to be a child of His.  I have been a Chris tian
since Christ mas of 1963 and have found Je sus to be my very
spe cial Friend and Sav iour.   I’m en clos ing $…to cover the
cost and ship ping.

F. & T. W. Red Wing, MN
En closed please find a check for the amount of…for the
Morn ing Glory pa per.   We en joy read ing it and are blessed
by the good news in it and the up date on other ar ti cles of in -
for ma tion.  We wish you a Blessed Christ mas and a Joy ous
New Year.

Fergus Falls, MN
Please add the fol low ing to the mail ing list of the Morn -

ing Glory.  A Blessed Christ mas!

J. & G. Y. Web ster, So. Dak. 
En closed is a gift for the min is try of the Morn ing Glory.  We
en joy read ing the ar ti cles and sto ries in it, for they are in ter -
est ing and have good mean ing to them.  May God Bless you
richly in your work for Him.  

J. & J. H. Ames, IA
En closed is our gift of $…for the Morn ing Glory.   We are
blessed by the many ar ti cles and the mes sages from God’s
Word.  May the Lord Bless you.

O. R. Langdon, N.D.
I am 84 years old and a wid ower liv ing alone.  I would like to 
give more than I am do ing, but have lim ited means.  Just the
same please ac cept the do na tion of $……….. to help to keep 
go ing and get out the Morn ing Glory.  This is in deed the best 
read ing I can get as you tell the “Truth”.  

I have been fight ing can cer on my back and at a church ser -
vice an in vi ta tion was given for heal ing.  I joined the prayer
line and you don’t have to guess what hap pened – my back
wound was healed up very quickly.  “Praise the Lord”   Keep 
up the good work!

Ed i tor’s Note:  Is n’t it ‘great’ that the great I Am heals
through dif fer ent ways and other times. HE says ‘My Grace
Is Suf fi cient For Thee’.

Mrs. H. B. J. Blue Earth, MN
I’ve en joyed the Morn ing Glory for many years and pass it
on to oth ers af ter I am fin ished read ing it.  I am ninety-seven
years old and am wait ing for the ‘come  Home’ call.

G. H. Waverly, IA
A great Bi ble based pub li ca tion and please find a gift en -

closed.

E. M. E. Moorhead, MN
Grace and Peace!  I am send ing a check for the min is try of
the Morn ing Glory, please send a sam ple copy of the same
to…   Thank you so very much.

A few snow flakes this morn ing re minds us “though your
sins be like scar let they shall be white as snow.”  How won -
der ful to be un der the ban ner of God’s love - We can never
thank HIM enough nor do we know how as we should!  “Be -
hold what man ner of love the Fa ther has be stowed upon us
that we shall be called chil dren of God.”

My prayer for you and your fam ily is that you will ex pe ri -
ence a very blessed spe cial time with one an other.  God is so
good and may HE richly bless you friends.     
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable

State court to decide on legal limits of
spanking

When Shawn Fra ser’s dis ci pline failed to rein in his
12-year-old son, he turned to his re li gion, tak ing a wooden
pad dle to Gerard’s up per thighs and post ing Bi ble verses on
the re frig er a tor, Fra ser’s law yer told the state Su preme
Court on Wednes day. 

But af ter 36 blows, de liv ered in 12- blow in cre ments,
the 195-pound boy called au thor i ties. Now the state Su -
preme Court will de ter mine when dis ci pline of a child
crosses the line into phys i cal abuse that requires a so cial
worker’s in ter ven tion. 

For an hour Wednes day, the court heard ar gu ments from 
the law yers for Hennepin County, the boy’s guard ian ad li -
tem and the par ents. Jill Waite, the at tor ney for Shawn Fra -
ser, said the is sue is, “How do we draw the line? How do we
make it possible for par ents to know what is OK and what is
for bid den?” The case dates to 2005. Af ter Gerard called au -
thor i ties, Hennepin County de ter mined he was in need of
pro tec tive in ter ven tion. The Dis trict Court agreed that he
and his brother, Caleb, needed help. 

But the fam ily ap pealed, and in July the state Court of
Ap peals re versed the Dis trict Court, de ter min ing the par ents 
were not phys i cally abu sive.

The Court of Ap peals de ter mined that for the county’s
in ter ven tion to be jus ti fied, phys i cal abuse re quires the use
of un rea son able force or cruel dis ci pline that is ex ces sive
un der the cir cum stances.  The county ap pealed.  [Now the
State Su preme Court is de cid ing when spank ing is con sid -
ered phys i cal abuse]…

Briefly ref er enc ing the fed eral de bate about tor ture, An -
der son said he had a hard time con clud ing that phys i cal in ju -
ries must be pres ent for pun ish ment to cross a line.

Taken from the Star Tribune
November 29, 2007

Persecution Increases

“Ger man po lice re cently re moved a fif teen-year-old
Chris tian girl from her home be cause her par ents re fused to
send her to a pub lic school.”

The girl was mocked for her faith. Her par ents have
been fight ing for two years for the right to teach their daugh -
ter at home.  The girl was sent to a psy chi at ric ward and then
placed with a fos ter fam ily.

Chris tian law groups in the U.S. are now work ing over -
seas in our fight for free dom.  We’ve long heard of the per se -
cu tion and even mar tyr dom of Chris tians in China, Rus sia

and else where.  When you pray, re mem ber our Chris tians in
other lands.  The dark ness deep ens as our Lord’s re turn
nears!

—selected

Starbucks Coffee Sends A Message 

Re cently cus tom ers who or dered a cup of cof fee at
Starbucks got a lit tle more than they were af ter. Cof fee cups
in cluded mes sages that were anti-God and oth er wise of fen -
sive to Chris tians. One woman in Ohio was shocked to read
the mes sage on her cup: “Why in mo ments of cri sis do we
ask God for strength and help? As cog ni tive be ings, why
would we ask some thing that may well be a fig ment of our
imag i na tion for guid ance? Why not search in side our selves
for the power to over come? Af ter all, we are strong enough
to cause most of the ca tas tro phes we need to en dure.” An -
other Starbucks cof fee cup had these writ ten on it: “My only
re gret about be ing gay is that I re pressed it for so long. I sur -
ren dered my youth to peo ple I feared when I could have been 
out there lov ing some one. Don’t make that mis take your self.
Life is too damn short.” Still an other Starbucks cup pur -
chased in Lakeland, FL read: “Heaven is to tally over rated.
It seems bor ing. Clouds, lis ten ing to peo ple play the harp. It
should be some where you can’t wait to go, like a lux ury ho -
tel. Maybe blue skies and soft mu sic were enough to keep
peo ple in line in the 17th cen tury, but Heaven has to step it
up a bit.  They’re ba si cally get ting by be cause they only have 
to be better than Hell.”

Joel Stein, columnist for the Los Angeles Times
Taken from WorldNetDaily, 5/6/07 and 5/9/07

Will Women Be Required to Register For
the Draft?

All the Democratic can di dates stated at a July 23 de bate
said they fa vor a law that would re quire women to reg is ter
for the draft as eigh teen-year-old men must do to day.

—Selected

One in Four Muslim Youth Defends
Suicide Bombings

They called them “ac cept able, at least in some cir cum -
stances.”  The ob ser va tion came from a sur vey con ducted by 
Pew Re search Cen ter.

—selected
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School Board Refuses to Settle ACLU
Lawsuit, Stands by First Amendment Right 
to Open Meetings With Prayer 

The In dian River School Board has re jected a pro posal
to set tle a law suit over school-spon sored prayer that was
filed by the ACLU against in di vid ual mem bers of the In dian 
River School Dis trict Board of Ed u ca tion. In re ject ing the
pro posed set tle ment, school board mem bers have opted to
abide by their cur rent prayer pol icy, which al lows for prayer
be fore board meet ings.…

The Rutherford In sti tute was ap proached for help in Au -
gust 2004, af ter the Wilmington, Del a ware branch of the
ACLU de manded that the In dian River School Dis trict dis -
con tinue of fer ing prayers at grad u a tion cer e mo nies and
school events, as well as at their board meet ings. De spite
ACLU pres sure to cease, board mem bers con tin ued to open
their busi ness meet ings with a brief prayer. The board also
adopted a pol icy on prayer which states that in or der to
“bring so lem nity to school board pro ceed ings, it is the pol -
icy of the board to open its meet ings with a prayer, sec tar ian
or non-sec tar ian, or a mo ment of si lence, all in ac cord with
the free dom of con science of the in di vid ual adult board
mem ber.” The pol icy re quires that the prayers be voluntary
and that no school em ployee, stu dent in at ten dance or mem -
ber of the com mu nity in at ten dance be re quired to par tic i -
pate in any such prayer or mo ment of si lence …ln Au gust
2005, U.S. Dis trict Court Judge Jo seph Farnan dis missed
the law suit against in di vid ual mem bers, de clar ing that open -
ing a ses sion of the leg is la ture or other de lib er a tive pub lic
body with a prayer is not a vi o la tion of the Es tab lish ment
Clause and that ab so lute im mu nity ex tends to leg is la tors at
all lev els of gov ern ment, in clud ing school board mem bers
in Del a ware.…

“This pol icy is le gal and non-dis crim i na tory,” said
Thomas Neuberger, a Rutherford In sti tute af fil i ate at tor ney.
“lt rec og nizes the free dom of speech of all cit i zen leg is la tors 
to open their meet ings with re li gious speech in accord with
their par tic u lar re li gious tra di tion and free dom of con -
science.”

RUTHERFORD INSTITUTE NEWS

Man Set to Be Euthanized Regains
Consciousness 

A Gulf War vet eran who was set to die in an Ar i zona
hos pi tal was found to have re gained com plete con scious -
ness …

A de ci sion to pull Jesse Ramirez, 36, from his feed ing
tubes …had been re versed af ter a law suit filed by the rest of
his fam ily.  The move has paid off now that the man is re -

spond ing and is set to move to a re ha bil i ta tion cen ter 
…Ramirez was part of a se ri ous car ac ci dent where he

suf fered mul ti ple in ju ries and was put into a co ma tose state.
He was placed onto feed ing tubes where he re ceived nour -
ish ment and wa ter. 

Ten days later, the man’s wife, Rebecca, 33, asked doc -
tors to pull him from the tubes af ter they ex plained that the
ac ci dent would prob a bly leave the man blind or in veg e ta -
tive state. 

For five days, the hos pi tal with held sus te nance from the
in jured man, but re stored the tubes af ter the Al li ance De -
fense Fund (ADF) – an Ar i zona-based Chris tian law firm –
filed a law suit on be half of the rest of the Ramirez fam ily.
Ramirez has re gained many skills now, in clud ing hug ging
and kiss ing, nod ding his head, re spond ing to voice com -
mands, and know ing his and his fam ily’s iden tity. 

“The de ci sion to with hold food and wa ter was hasty and
wrong un der Ar i zona law,” ex plained By ron Babione, a se -
nior le gal coun sel for ADF.

Ac cord ing to a re port from Rebecca Ramirez, who was
also in the Toy ota SUV when it crashed, the ac ci dent was a
result of a heated ar gu ment in the car between the husband
and wife.

—CHRISTIAN POST

Hindu Offers Prayer In Senate 

A Hindu cleric, Rajan Zed, gave the open ing prayer at
the July 12, 2007 ses sion of the United States Sen ate. It
marked the first time a Hindu was asked to give the open ing
prayer in the Sen ate cham ber. 

Zed, a Hindu chap lain from Reno, Ne vada, was in vited
by Sen ate Ma jor ity Leader, Harry Reid. Zed of fered the fol -
low ing prayer: 

“We med i tate on the tran scen den tal glory of the de -
ity su preme, who is in side the “heart of the Earth,
in side the life of the sky and in side the soul of
heaven. May he stim u late and il lu mi nate our
minds.…”

Vine and Branches 
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore.
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the
chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their blossom will 

ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the
Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy one of

Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)



What About Israel?
QUESTION: Have you read for mer Pres i dent

Carter’s new book, Pal es tine: Peace, Not Apart heid?
Rabbi Marvin Hier of Si mon Wiesenthal Cen ter has said 
that Carter’s book is “bla tantly one-sided and un be com -
ing of a for mer  Pres i dent. ”  I was won der ing what your
thoughts are. 

Re sponse: Yes, I’ve read that bra zenly anti-1srae1
book. Is rael is blamed for ev ery thing,  the Arabs are White -
washed. Ara rat is called “a strong leader …well-ed u cated
…(who) turned much of his at ten tion to rais ing funds for the 
care and sup port of the ref u gees and in spir ing world wide
con tri bu tions to their cause.”  No men tion is made that
Arafat and his PLO mur dered thou sands, or that he si phoned 
off bil lions for his Swiss bank ac counts, lied con tin u ally,
and never kept one prom ise that he made to Is rael. Carter
writes as an un abashed pro moter of PLO and Mus lim lies,
which he passes off as the in formed truth, for ex am ple: that
Arabs, PLO, or “Pal es tin ians” have never threat ened Is rael,
have al ways wanted peace and have done all they could to
ef fect it, and that the land of Is rael be longs to them as de -
scen dants of the orig i nal in hab it ants—none of this true! 

Carter dares to say that the Is raeli kib butz dwell ers in
1948, who had few and in fe rior weap ons, were “better
armed” than the reg u lar ar mies of the six Arab na tions
(600,000 against 60,000) who at tacked Is rael with tanks and 
planes, of which Is rael had none. He says it was “the con tin -
u ing state of war be tween Is rael and its neigh bors [that]
caused many Jews to flee Syria, Iraq, and other Arab coun -
tries to Is rael.” No, it was 1,300 years of per pet ual per se cu -
tion and mur der of thou sands that caused Jews to flee to
Is rael when it be came a na tion and of fered the first ref uge
they’d ever had. 

Carter’s claim that in 1993 Arafat and his PLO “rec og -
nized the right of Is rael to ex ist in peace and se cu rity...re -
nounced the use of ter ror ism [and] those ar ti cles of the PLO
cov e nant that deny Is rael’s right to ex ist” is not true. He
blames “Is raeli re pres sion” of Pal es tin ian rights for the ter -
ror ist at tacks against Is rael, ex on er at ing the Arabs. He ac -
cuses Is rael of im pos ing “apart heid” upon the “Pal es tin ians” 
and says, “Peace will come...when the Is raeli gov ern ment is
will ing to com ply with in ter na tional law... by ac cept ing its
le gal bor ders.” 

Carter is scan dal ously dis hon est. In fact, Is rael ac cepted
the bor ders set by the UN in 1948. “Pal es tin ians” could have 
been liv ing in peace for the last 60 years, had they done like -
wise.  In stead, the Arabs re fused to ac cept the ex is tence of
an Is rael of any size, at tacked to an ni hi late her, and have
sought to de stroy her ever since. Any land Is rael ever took
was in self-de fense against an en emy that will not rec og nize

her ex is tence (no Arab map in the world shows Is rael). Why
should Is rael re treat to the in de fen si ble bor ders dic tated by
the UN in 1948 (as Carter ad vo cates), which the Arabs re -
fused to ac cept? 

Never in his tory has an at tack upon any coun try other
than Is rael been for the pur pose of an ni hi la tion, which has
been sworn re peat edly by the Arab world. Mus lims must de -
stroy Is rael–or re nounce their re li gion, Al lah, Mu ham mad,
and the Qur’an. Never was any na tion ex cept Is rael blamed
for fail ing to make peace with an en emy whose openly
stated and ir re vers ible goal was its to tal de struc tion. Never
was a na tion so pres sured by the world to sur ren der ter ri tory
taken in self-de fense as has been Is rael. Carter’s book jus ti -
fies the Mus lim de sire to de stroy Is rael in or der to make
“peace.”

QUESTION: John Hagee says we should not wit ness 
to the Jew ish peo ple; God will take care of them. Is this
bib li cal? 

Re sponse: Speak ing at the last Pre-trib Sem i nar in Dal -
las, Hagee said he had never taught this. In fact, he has
taught it a num ber of times. The Hous ton Chron i cle
(4/30/88, sec. 6, p. 1) quoted Hagee, “I’m not try ing to con -
vert the Jew ish peo ple to the Chris tian faith...try ing to con -
vert Jews is a waste of time.” It only takes a few Bi ble verses
to ex pose this se ri ous her esy con demned by Paul in
Galatians 1. The first Chris tians were all Jews. Pe ter
preached the gos pel on the day of Pen te cost to Jews. The
early Chris tians and apos tles thought the gos pel was only for 
Jews and preached “the word...unto the Jews only” (Acts

11:19).  God had to give Pe ter a vi sion to get him to preach to
Gen tiles (Acts 10:9-16).  In ev ery town Paul en tered, he first
went into the syn a gogue, where he preached to the Jews, and 
only when they re jected the gos pel did he turn to the Gen -
tiles (Acts 9:20; , 13:5, 14-46; 14:1; 17:2,etc.). Why did he al ways
of fer sal va tion to the Jews first? Be cause, as we are clearly
told, “the gos pel of Christ is the power of God unto sal va -
tion…to the Jew first…” (Rom 1:16). 

QUESTION: Why should Chris tians care about the
Mid dle East in gen eral, and spe cif i cally about Is rael? 

Re sponse:  As stated …this is the key is sue upon which
the fu ture of earth and heaven – in deed, the en tire uni verse –
de pends. God has tied His name and in teg rity to Is rael. He is
called the God of Is rael 203 times and the God of Abra ham,
Isaac, and Ja cob 12 times. De pend ing upon what hap pens in
the Mid dle East, God will ei ther be vin di cated or dis cred -
ited.  His name and in teg rity will ei ther be up held in per fect
pu rity and power, or He will be dis graced as a liar who can -
not make good upon His prom ises to His peo ple Is rael.
That’s how im por tant the regathering and ul ti mate bless ing
of Is rael is! 
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If the Mus lims, UN , EU, et al., suc ceed in de stroy ing Is -
rael, the in teg rity of ev ery thing God has said through out His 
Word would be placed in ques tion. If “for ever” and “ev er -
last ing” don’t re ally mean for ever in re la tion to Is rael (“all
the land …to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever”
–Gen. 13:15; “I will give unto thee and to thy seed af ter thee
…All the land of Ca naan (not ‘Pal es tine’ - there was no such 
place) for an ev er last ing pos ses sion” 17:8; “the cov e nant
which he made with Abra ham …Isaac. …Ja cob …Is rael for
an ev er last ing cov e nant, say ing, Unto thee will I give the
land of Ca naan ”1 Chr. 16:16-18, etc.), then how can we be
sure that the prom ise of “ev er last ing life” (John 3:16, etc)

means for ever? 
If Sa tan were stron ger than God and able to make God a

liar by pre vent ing His prom ises to Is rael from be ing ful -
filled, then how could we ever be se cure, even in heaven it -
self, from Sa tan’s schemes and power? 

Such is the im por tance of Is rael and what hap pens in the
Mid dle East. There is a real bat tle go ing on be tween God
and Sa tan for the eter nal des tiny of planet Earth and of all
man kind. Wake up, pray for God to tear down the Is lamic
cur tain (more vi cious and im pen e tra ble than the Iron Cur -
tain ever was) so that Mus lims can hear and re ceive the gos -
pel with out fear of be ing killed for their faith. Firmly op pose 
Is lam and re place ment the ol ogy, pray for the sal va tion of
Jews and Mus lims alike, and do all you can to bring the gos -
pel to them and to the whole world. 

Taken from The Berean Call

“I Know…”

“I Know Your …Trib u la tion, And Pov erty”
REVELATION 2:9 

SEVEN TIMES IN HIS LETTERS to the churches of
Asia, the Lord Je sus says, “I know” and usu ally those words
are used in a fa vor able sense. “I know your works …your la -
bor …your pa tience …your trib u la tion …your pov erty
…and char ity …and faith.”  In those words “I know” there is 
tre men dous com fort and sym pa thy and en cour age ment for
God’s peo ple. 

Lehman Strauss points out that when Je sus said “I

know,” He did not use the word ginoske, which fre quently
means to know in the sense of re al iz ing through prog ress in
knowl edge. He used the word oida, which sug gests full ness
of knowl edge” to know per fectly; not merely from ob ser va -
tion, but from ex pe ri ence. 

Though suf fer ing saints are un known and hated by the
world" they are known to the Lord and loved by Him. Christ
knows the per se cu tion and pov erty of His own; He knows
how the world looks upon them. Many a tired, tried and
trou bled saint has been strength ened and en cour aged by
those two mono syl la bles, “I know.” Those two words ut -
tered by our Sav ior touch our trou bles with the smile of God, 
and make this world’s suf fer ing “not wor thy to be com pared
with the glory which shall be re vealed in us” (Romans 8:18).

They are words of sym pa thy. Our Great High Priest
knows what we are go ing through be cause He has been
through it Him self.  He is the Man of Sor rows and is ac -
quainted with grief.  He has suf fered be ing tempted. 

They are words of shar ing. As the Head of the body, He
shares the tri als and per se cu tions of the mem bers. “In ev ery
pang that rends the heart, the Man of Sor rows has a part.” 
He not only knows in tel lec tu ally what we are go ing through; 
He knows it as a mat ter of pres ent ex pe ri ence. He feels it. 

They are words of prom ised help.  As our Paraclete, He
co mes along side to bear our bur dens and wipe away our fall -
ing tears.  He is there to bind up our wounds and to drive
back our foes.  

Fi nally; they are words of as sured re wards. He knows
ev ery thing we do and suf fer be cause of our iden ti fi ca tion
with Him.  He keeps a care ful re cord of ev ery act of love,
obe di ence and pa tience. One day soon He will richly re pay.

If you are pass ing through a val ley of sor row or suf fer -
ing just now, hear the Sav ior say ing to you, “I know.”  You
are not alone.  He is with you in the val ley; will bring you
safely through, and will lead you safely to your des ti na tion. 

From One Day at a Time, by William MacDonald, 
Gospel Folio Press, 1998, p. 337
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Fortunate!
Maybe ‘fortunate’ is an in ad e quate word as we are
‘blessed’ in hav ing an in di vid ual or in di vid u als who
are will ing to travel some dis tance in en cour ag ing
YOU in hav ing like a Bi ble Study in your home!  This 
would be an in di vid ual or in di vid u als who truly loves
the Lord and sec ondly would en cour age the em pha sis 
and min is try of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion (Morn ing Glory).  AVAILABLE - now
the chal lenge is to ex press the need or de sire or both!
Let us hear from YOU and let us see IF this can be a
re al ity in your midst and in di vid ual life!  
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UpDate

WONDERFUL!!

“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is
the man who trusts in Him!”  “How sweet are Your
words to my taste, ……..Through Your pre cepts I get
un der stand ing; There fore I hate ev ery false way”
Psalm 34:8, 119:103a & 104.

In vari ably sooner or later even the clos est of friends
will dis ap point us; BUT is n’t it “in ter est ing” that for
any one who truly knows JESUS as their per sonal
Sav iour and are in liv ing fel low ship with HIM - they
are never dis ap pointed with Je sus!   What a Friend
we have in JESUS as HE is a Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.  SALVATION IS NOT
LEARNED, BUT EXPERIENCED!  When we are
“dis ap pointed,” “we” ei ther are look ing within or
around; But not unto HIM as the Au thor, Fin isher,
Cap tain of our Sal va tion.  

The word ‘won der ful’ is very spe cial and part of the
def i ni tion is: Ca pa ble of ex cit ing won der, as ton ish -
ing: mar vel ous: ex cel lent, ex traor di nary and JESUS
is ex actly that and much more!  

Once again Won der ful has been the re sponse for the
in gath er ing for the Lord’s Work in and through the
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion (Morn ing
Glory) and once AGAIN we thank you for your obe -
di ence to the prompt ing of the Holy Spirit.  Most cer -
tainly the strug gle/bat tle is not over as “we” con tinue
to step out in faith to His Word.  (Just a re minder we
are now seek ing to have ten is sues of the Morn ing
Glory in the year 2008, Lord will ing).  In creased pub -
li ca tion means in creased ex pense; but also in creased
bless ings we trust, by the GRACE of God!  Please
con tinue to stand to gether (shoul der to shoul der) with 
“us” in ear nest prayer and giv ing.  Please pray with
“us” that ‘pre cious Souls will gen u inely be con verted
unto Je sus and God’s chil dren be nour ished and
alerted in the FAITH.  JESUS is “won der ful!”  Have
‘you’ tasted and seen’ that the Lord is good?  “For
unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given, And
the gov ern ment will be upon His shoul der.  And His
name will be called Won der ful,……”  Isa iah 9:6.  

    In come for the month of No vem ber for the Morn ing
Glory is: $2,350.00  (which in cludes book
donations).  

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is app. =
$2,375.

“Peace be gins at the Cross”

Good News!
Lord will ing the Win ter/Spring Bi ble Con fer ence
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
(Morn ing Glory) will take place at Trin ity Lu -
theran Church of For est City, Iowa on April 4-6,
2008. 

Please pray for the same, and make plans NOW to 
at tend!!  

More de tails will be forth com ing!!!

Oops!
Did you send a name for some one to get the Morn ing
Glory, only to see they never re ceived it?  We’ve had
prob lems with this, but we have fixed this.  Would you
be so kind as to sub mit those names again?  Sim ply use
the en ve lope in the cen ter.  Also, if you know the 4 digit
ex ten sion for your zip code, please in clude that as well. 
We apol o gize for any mix-up.
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